The CHILDES Parental Corpus consists of utterances of parents, caregivers, and experimenters extracted from corpora in the original CHILDES database. Although not all of these utterances are child-directed, they form a representative sample of the speech that children are typically exposed to (e.g., dinner table talks, activities of free plays, and storytelling). Researchers who would like to study the role of parental input or want to examine the differences between child and adult speech might be interested in this CHILDES sub-corpus. 

We used the following CHILDES corpora (from 27 authors): Bates, Belfast, Bernstei, Bliss, Bloom, Brown, Clark, Cornell, Demetras, Fletcher, Gatherco, Hall, Higginso, Howe, Kuczaj, Macboys (MacWhinney), Macros (MacWhinney), Peters, Post, Sachs, Snow, Suppes, Valian, Vanhout, Vankleec, Warren, Wells. We first identified each speaker's tier with respect to the speaker's role (*MOT, *FAT, etc.), for all transcribed files involved. We then extracted all of these speakers' main sentence tiers by using the KWAL command of the CLAN program. All individual files from a given author were concatenated to a single file, and the corresponding utterances were then extracted. The total number of lexical items in this parental corpus is about 2.6 million word tokens (about 24,000 word types, counting all inflected forms of a word as separate types).

Because the original files contain a lot of errors or unknown strings (e.g., typos, inconsistencies in spelling, missing spaces), we used the following procedure to clean up the extracted parental files. First, we took the words in the "cmulex.cut" file as the standard lexicon to identify any words not in the lexicon (MAKEMOD would generate an unknown string XXX when the word is in the CHILDES file but not in "cmulex.cut"). Second, we counted the frequency of word strings that are unknown to "cmulex.cut" relative to the frequency of all of the word tokens generated for a given author's files. Third, we cleaned up the most highly frequent unknown tokens (e.g., "uhhuh" or "al") by eliminating the unknown string from the file, by adding the string to the "cmulex.cut" file (e.g., "icecream"), or by other appropriate corrections (e.g., changing a wrong spelling to a correct spelling). This cleaning-up process was terminated for any given author's file when the following criterion was reached: the number of unknown strings (i.e., unknown to the modified "cmulex.cut" lexicon) is equal to or smaller than 1% of all word tokens found in the file.  

For a reference to the parental speech of the CHILDES database, please cite MacWhinney (2000) and Li and Shirai (2000). For specific questions or details, please contact Ping Li at the University of Richmond, Department of Psychology, Richmond, VA 23173 (email: pli@richmond.edu).
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